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IMMEDIATELY
MONTANA COMMITTEE FOR HUMANITIES AWARDS
$23,644 FOR PUBLIC POLICY DISCUSSIONS
MISSOULA--

The Montana Committee for the Humanities (MCH), based at the University of Montana in
Mlssoula, has awarded grants totaling $23,644 to six Montana groups in support of programs
which bring together residents of local communities with teachers in liberal arts and other
resource people to discuss public policy issues.
The Missoula Festival of the Arts was granted $2,500 for a project entitled "Behind

the Broken Words." The project involves a dramatic performance and panel discussion
addressing the topic of private rights and public choices in the arts, and questions such
as ttShould the state subsidize the arts?" and "What is the role of the state in encouraging
individual rights of expression?"

The program is scheduled for May 2 in Missoula.

Two weekend workshops and 10 one-day town meetings throughout the state -- oriented
toward problems of different Montana communities and grassroots involvement in problemsolving -- will be sponsored by the Institute of Cultural Affairs, a Billings-based
organization, under a $4,000 grant from the MCH.
An award of $5,194 went to the Committee to Present the
for a 315-day conference entitled "A Sense of Place."

~ssoula

Literature Conference

Scheduled through Friday, April 18,

the conference is focusing on the concept of community and its effect on individual
expression and political and social attitudes, and is encouraging communities to foster
self-expression.

The conference also is dealing with questions that arise from the

conflict between the state and the individual in matters of self-expression.

- more -
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Northern Montana College received a $5,800 MCH grant for a conference entitled "Canada :
I

Neighbors to the North" to examine the comparative experience of western Canadian provinces
and the American west in dealing with four areas of public policy of concern to Montana-land use, local government reform, trade and agriculture, and energy development.

The

program will be held in Havre on Friday, May 9, and in Bozeman on Saturday, May 10.

A

televised discussion of the comparative experiences of the American and Canadian west will
be aired late this spring.
An ad-hoc group for the Preservation of Montana's Photographic Heritage received
$4,150 for a traveling photographic exhibit and accompanying lecture and discussion.

The

project is entitled "Images of Historical Montana" and will explore the concepts of the
individual and the community in pioneer Montana.

It will be presented in Browning,

Plentywood, Havre, Glasgow, Lewistown, Miles City, Hardin and other communities.

Dates

for the photo exhibit in the respective communities are to be announced.
The MCH also granted $2,000 to the Montana Academy of Sciences and the National
Science Foundation RANN Project for a conference entitled "Fort Union Basin Coal Symposium"
April 25-26 in Billings.

The two-day program will bring together scientists, politicians,

citizens and humanists from Montana, Wyoming and North Dakota who are interested in coal
development.
Under a grant in October 1972, the MCH was established by the National Endowment for
the Humanities, an agency created by Congress in 1965 to foster study and public
understanding of such fields as history, philosophy, jurisprudence, language and literature .
The MCH promotes an exchange of views between teachers in the humanities and Montana
citizens in discussions of public policy issues related to the theme "Private Rights and
Public Choices."

Since Oct. 1, 1974, the committee has extended grants totaling

$148,279

to 25 Montana groups sponsoring projects in line with committee guidelines and matching
fund requirements.
of the committee.

Margaret Kingsland, who has offices at UM, serves as executive director

